In this study, we detected White spot syndrome virus (WSSV) in wild Farfantepenaeus paulensis collected in the Lagoa dos Patos estuary and cultivated Litopenaeus vannamei. This is the first report of WSSV in F.
The continental shelf of the extreme Southern Brazil is one of the most productive fishing areas in the country (19) . However, in agreement with Vaseeharan et al. (22) , the number of infected shrimps was higher in wild animals collected next areas used for shrimp production. Water sources from aquaculture could contribute to the spread the pathogen.
As well as the exposure wild penaeid shrimp to the virus depends on the patterns of viral entry into marine systems, the movements patterns of the shrimp migration (12) and also on the water currents.
Besides, the impact of WSSV infection on wild stocks 
